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THE 


FOBSERVATOR. 


Va. VI. Numb. 66 


A Letter to theOdfervator, abotit a Parfon in Dorfethhire, who, inftead of keepirg the laf Faft, for- 
boré going to Church, and carous'd, and drank.with his Friends, with Reflections upon it: And on 
the ill Principles, as to Religion and Government, diffus'd thro’ the.Nation by the Rehearfal and 
Mr. Dodwell. An Account of Propofals to prevent the Queen's being cheated in ber Cuftoms : With 
Reflections upon Bribery, and how it ruin’d the Roman State. 
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From (iednesday, January 28: to Saturday, January 31.1708. 





After, I have brought you a Let- 
tet here from Wimbourn Minifter 
in Durfee which brings an Account, “ That a 
“ Parfon of a certain Parith near Purbeck, inftead of 
“ going to Church on the Faft-day, ftay’d at Home 
“in the, Forenoon to treat fome Company at his 
“ Houfe, where Wine and Ofétober went about ve- 
“ ry freely ; and in the Afternoon, he went to the 
* Houfe of one ofshis Guefts, wherehe lay all Night, 
“ whil: his Parithioners, in the mean Time, went 
“to fidling, dancing, and playing at Cards, 

Obf. Lam forry to hear fuch a Story, Roger; but 
amatraid, there are too many of the fame Kidney. 
The Practice has fo much of Impiety in it towards 
God, fo much of Difobedience and Ingratitude to- 


Country-m. 


twards her Majefty, ahd {6 much of Enmity to his! 


native Country; that all good Men ought to abhor 
fuch a Monfter, We have the divine Authonity for 
it, that when Salt kath loft its Savour, it ts good for no- 
thing, but to be thrown to the Dung-hill. The Minifters 
of God's Word, are eall’d by himfelf, The Sale of 
the Earth, becaufe it is their Bufinefs to feafon the 
Inhabitants of it, with Principles of true Religion 
and. Morality; that they may know how to keep a 
Conftience void of Offence towards God and Man ; but 
fuch a Wretch as this, may, without Breach of 
Charity, beaccounted unfavory Salt. When the Fudg- 
ments of God are upon the Earth, the Inhabitants of it 


ought to bearm Righteoufnefi, Bat how miferable is) 


the Cafe of thofe People; who, inftead of having 
fuch Paftors as are Enfamples to the Flock, have thote 
that fet them ftch pernicious Pattetns ! Inftead of 
Shepherds, they are ravenous Wolves in Sheeps Cloath- 
ing. Certainly, no Man, who has any Thing of the 
Fear of God, can hear flich a Story as this, without 
Horrour ! 
Country-m. 1am perfecily of your Mind, Mafter ; 
for if her Majelty, who is a-Princefs fo religious, as 
toappoint Days of Thdnk({giving for publick Mer- 
cies, and Days of Fafting and Prayer for publick 


Judgments, bea Blefling to the Nation, fuch Priefts’ 


as this, muft neceflarily be a Curfe to us. They 
are blind Leaders of the Blind, and lead thofe that 
follow them, into the fame Ditch of I againtt 
God, Difobedience againft her Majefty, and Enmity 
Ne ea Country, with themfelves. 1 hope, 
latter; his Diocefan will find him out, and pun 
him in an exemplary Manner, for a Terror to o- 
thets ; and that the civil Magiftrate will put a Mark 
of Difgr:ce upon him ; for fuch Practices directly 
rut biave Heaven, inftead cf Gcprexaring the divine 
fpleafure ; of which, our languifhing Trade, and 
- Difappointments. and Lofles we met with laft 
car by Sea and Land, are. fucly vifible Marks, as 


Gill for the deepeft Himiliation and Repentance for 


pe eag and «private Sins which abound a- 
Of. This is the Efe. Re f tcl 
od, $ | ‘&t, Roger, of thofe pernicious 

tenes Which are da ly publit’d among, us. by 





arfal, without arly Mark of Difpleature from. 

unde ‘Or State, the” the Amthor dogs all he can to 
civif Gent: the, Foundation of both, traduces our 
a horsas Rebels, ourChurchas Schifiaticks, 


and theChiuich of Sealand, and Englifi Difientess, 


‘ 


as the Sons.of Kerah; the natural Confequence of 
all which, is, that Men of fuch Principles, muft,like 
the Parfon we.fpeak of, reckon the publick Lofs; 
Gain to their Faction; and inftead of praying to 
Heaven to leflen our Calamities, rather with, that it 
would fend down Fire to confuine us, or make the 
Earth open and {wallow us up, as it did Korab, 


fal would make the World believe, the Queen and 
both Houfes of Parliament, are involv’d. 

_ Country-m, Yet, Maftet, youdon’t hear of his be- 
ing put in the Crown Office, or.of Dodwell’s having 


dence to print, that there’s no Salvability im England 
except in the Communion of the nonjurant Bilhops 
and Clergies; and is fo far given up to ftrong De- 
lufions, as to deny the Immortality of the Soul,, ex- 
cept it be conferr'd by Baptiim ander Epifcopal Or- 
ders. Now, Mafter, in my Opinion, the canes 
the Immortality of the Soul in {ach a Manner, an 
confining Salvation to Epifcopal Orders, as he:and 
the Rehearfal both do, are Crimes of as high a Na- 
ture, as Mr. Afgil's aflerting the Immortality of the 
Bodies of fueh as are of bis Principles; and as he 
was juftly expell’d the Parliament fox fuch Dotage, 
they deferve more jultly to be expetl’d the Nation ; 
for his Reveries were not Jevell’d at the Queen’s Ti- 
tle, and the Foundation of our Conftitution, as 
theirs are. C 
Obf. W< mutt adjourn this Subjedt, Roger, till 
another Time, and give an Account of the Proro- 
fals of the Author of the n 5 6d into the Canfes of 
the Prohibition of Commerce with France, @¢. for pre- 
venting the Frauds committed to cheat her Maje- 
fty of her Cuftoins.. oa 
_ Conatry-m. With allmy Heart, Maftet ; for 1 think 
it a neceflary Piece of Service to the Nation, tO pre- 
vent the Embezzlement of the publick Revenues, 
now when we are engag’d in fuch a chargeable 
‘War ; efpecially fince thofe Cheatsdo fo much In- 





jury to our fair Traders, who, to the Grief of all ho- 
neft Men, many. Times lofe their Markets,for want 
of Convoys in ‘Fime, befides the Loffes they fuftain 
by Capttres, and having their Ships block'd up in 
our own Harbours, by our infolent Enemies, who, 


notwithftanding our acknowledg’d maria 4 at Sea, 
iit fince the Bartel of La have wrefted much of 


the Dominion of it out of onr Hands, as gives ‘em 
tod sult Ground for their infolent art athe us 
ney out when! they carry our Men of Wat oni 
Merchant-Ships into their own Ports, Adore Roow, 
more Room, for the ers of the Seas, 

Obf. Befides the Inftances of the Damage done 
to the Revenue, which we have already mention’d 
from our Author, Roger, there is one that he juftly 
calls pregnant, vz, “ That not feven Months ago, 
“4 certain Man. of War brought the Mediter- 
“ ranean, more Goods of feveral for two or 
three Noblemen;and their Attendants,than would 
“ have paid the Queen 3000 /s Duty on a fair En- 
“ try, befides the Damage it did to the | nts, 
& who, after ing themfelves and their For- 
“tunes to Variety 





« men, whom, at a moderate Profit, they es 





Dathan, and Abiram, in whote Guilt, the Rehear- ; 


any Cenfure inflicted upon him, tho’ he hasthe Impu- 


Rifques, find thofe Gentle- . 
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{curing ‘the Duty," or jthat make a falfe 


This'is @ brief Hint’ of the Mettiods 


& have hop’d to have been, their Cuftormers, furni- 


' thed in fo unfair 4 Manrier, not -~ Fraight,but 
“ Cuftom free, at half the Rate they themfelves are 


“ oblig’d to pay. (9 - 
: Me Phat a pregnant and afhameful In- 


ftance.too, Mafter. Pray go on with the Author's 
fals a Os Practices. 





yg 
bf. t: Roger; he propofes, that all Captains of 


Men of War, Yachts, Packets, Tranfports, and 0- | 





1s fo detrimental to the Revenue, and to the g; 
Trader, has taken fuch deep Rooting anong US.and 
is follow’d by fo confiderable a Number of cunnine 
Men, who find their Advantage init, that fof. 
Methods will not. do. But all this mut be fab 
mitted to the Wifdom of our Legiflators, who ar 
beft capable to judge what is proper in this Cafe . 

Country-m. \ think the Publick very much oblie:) 
to the Gentleman for his Difcovery of thofe peri. 


ther Vefiels whatever in the Queen's Service, with | cious Frauds, Mafter, and his Propofals to prevent 


4ll their commiffion’d and non-commiffion’d Off- 


them ; but I am afraid, that Bribery is 10 frequeny. 





cers, fhould be oblig’d by Oath, not to fuffer the 
lealt Quantity of French Wine, Brandy, or any 0- 
ther foreign Commodity liable to pay Duty, to be 
debark'd by themnfelves, or any other, without an 
Entry at the proper Place, on Pain of being made 
uncapable of Service, Jofing their Pay, and being 
fubje& to bodily Punifhment ; and that the like 
Oath be given to the Sailors at each Mutter. 

- “a. That every Commander, of a Merchant or trad- 


ly practisd among us, that People fcarce think ; 
a Crime, . 

Olj. 1 hope our Legiflators will take that into 
Confideration, Roger ; for nothing can be more 
dangerous to. a Government and Conflitution than 
Bribery. “Twas that, rain’d the Reman State Where 
it became a Proverb, Omnia venalia Rome, z e. Me 
ney will prevail with the Romans to do any Thing 
This Fugurtha, the Prince of Numidia, was {fo fen. 





ing Ship otitward-bound, and upon’ his Return, 
4t the Entrance of his Ship, be obhig’d to take the | 
fike Oath; and upon Conviction of acting contra- | 
ty, tbe depriv’d of his Wages, fin’d,and liable to , 
corporal’ Punithment!’ iat | 
‘3. Phat thofé'who pretend they come from one | 
Place, when'they ‘come from another, or enter the | 
Commodities Of one Country, under the Denomi- | 
fhation of another, be liable to the like Penalties. 
‘4. That if any’ Vefiel brings fuch Goods a-fhore, | 
without an autheritick Licenfe ftom the proper | 
Cultom-houfe Officer, or making a juft Entry, the | 
Vefiel-and Goods ‘be confifcated, and the Owner, | 
if privy to it, atid the Crew of the Boat, be liable; 
tothe like Punifhment. | bis 
~g. That’ thofe ‘¢onvicted of forging or altering 
Certificates; ‘Who endeavour to convey on Shore: 
Goods’ not duly ‘enter’d; ander Colour of thofe 
that are fo; attenipt to fom a gteater Quantity of, 
Goods,’ than is Intended* by the’ Certificate, or 
conceal any foreien’ Goods under the Name of o- 
thers that pay lefs Duty, be punith’d as beiore ; and 
that the Goods fo feiz'd, be deftroy’d, for the En-' 
couragement of the fair Trader: | : 
6. That any Cuftom-Houfe Officer, of what Rank, 
—_ ‘or ‘others of her Majelty’s Officers, Civil-or’ 


dtink, or difpoft of any Goods feiz’d by Law, or: 
fiiffer any other to do f0; be cafhier’d; made -urica~ 
pable of future Service, fin'd; and) made liable to, 
Bodily Punifhment$ and others who are notin fuch 
Pluce or Office, be'reputed as Felons, © = 
7. Thatthofe who have any Employment depend- 
ing on the Caftoms, being con of taking a- 
ny Reward to reledfe, difcharge, or let pafs any fo- 
Goods without a juft Entry; an paying: of 
Dui cport of 
the fame, after it comes to his Hands; or any Con- 
tract agamntt the Meaning of the Law in that Cafe, 
&.' That thofe Nestea? orendeavour to im- 
po Aa Bag kabited’ by Law, be ponith’d 
as Oy? SION ie ve. eulogy st 699 te 
9, ‘That the Difcoverers of fuch Praétices be pro- 
tected and encourag’d; and fince it’s pete that 
the tiz'd Goods be deftroy’dy that the Difcoverer 
be ‘rewarded by the Crown, ‘as the pepe sian 
pe phe apt Felons'are, or by. on fuch 


Pray whan af 
tany;" ve been prof fuch Pra- 
tices andinfotm aguintt ote as they may’ be 
cofivigtedy be p i'd) atid have the Reward due 
to the Di - verer. «| SIT WA SorwA tue thot 
tii That thofe-who endeavour to corrupt or de- 
ter Diicoverers, be fin’d ;- and/ thofe-who after In- 
formation’ inj thall be bett'd; or otherwift 
prevait'd upon ‘net: : 


the utmoft ‘of tis’ Power, © bepillory’d and fin'd. 
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‘in the Bud: For this of Fagurtha 


ilitary, who convert to their own Ufe, embezzle, |: 


fible of; that from Time to Time he found Ways 
and Means to bribe even the Senate; snd {0 efcap'4 
the Punihment he deferv’d, for his Musther of 
Micipja, and afurping bis Kingdom, tho’ he had 
furrender’d himfelf and the fame to the Reman; 
and became their Subject and Vaflal. Nothing {- 
ftens a'greater Reproach upon the Roman Name 
than the Account given of this Matter by their Hj. 
ftorian Salluf, tn brs Account ofthe Fugurthin War 
which created fuch a Difelteem of the Roman Go. 
vernment, in the Mind of fugurtha, that when be 
went from Rome, he look’d back upon it with Con- 
tempt, as a mercenary Government, that might 
foon be bought and delirey’d, if any Body would 
be at the Charge of doing it. From: all which 

Roger, 1 infer, that ’tis. incumbent on all People, 
who would preferve their Liberty, to nip Bribey 

i . , an With py- 

ticular Pérfons, but at laft infeéted the major pat 

of the Senate, and occafion’d that indelible Re. 

proach upon the Roman State; and being af. 

wards pra¢tis'd by others, who got the Sword in 

their Hands, their total Ruin was compleated by 

Force and Bribery. 


7s. ‘ — 





Advertifements, 
_ . This Day is publith’d, 
J Axguments againft prolonging the Bank, fhewing 
the dangerous Confequences of it to our Conttitutionand 


| Trade ; with, Propofals for advancing the Revenue of 


the Excife, and making it more ufeful to the Nation, 
than ever the Bank can be, without any Danger to the 
Publick, Ina Letter to a Member of Parliament. Price 
6d. A Burlefque Poem in Praife of Igncrance, the grea 
ar be ted compos’d SA Sy ago. By Ekml 
Hickeringill.. Priee 1s, old by B. Bragge in Pr- 
ter-NoftersRow, - “hy 

GF The pleafant Intrigues and furprizing Adventure’ 

| sey igh ng 


of an Eng obleman, at the taft Carnival at ‘Venice 
By a Perfon of 


of Quality. Sold by J. How in'Talbot-Coutt 
in Gracec treet ; M. Hothain on London-bsidgej 
gndB. Bragge in Pater- Nofler-Row. Kee 


_ & -RUPTURES CUR’D by WIL, COLLIER, atthe 

Bell and two nake} Boys inSt.John’sLane, nearCletk 

enwel, and Truffes made of all forts, with {prings, Joints, 

fcrews, of plain, the moft eafy and nice that are made i 

se fut as many by Experience can teflify, He like; 
ife maketh Strait-flockings, 

. *,* Your old Phyfician Dr. Cafe, defires you not ® 
forget ‘him, who cures all Venereal Difeafes, or th 
Grand P-~, with all its attending Symptoms, very cheap, 
pleafant, and no Neglect of Bufinefs, in few Days, * 
Lilly’s Head, over againft Ludgate Church, within 


| Fryars Gare-ways 
the lnformatiori‘to | 


© Compleat Sets of the Obfe : le Ones, 
seit ce was. begun by M-Twchin, th Ti 
att 


a ‘we & 1a, 
ate to’be had of B. Bra ven in Pater-Nofici- 





d bythe 
Dg which 


Gentleman, Reger,’ to prevent Sun 





| Row, andH. Meere at the Black-Fryar in Black-Faj*? 
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